
 

The following story 

was given to me by 

a resident who was 

attending a Four 

Chaplains Memorial 

Service earlier this 

month. We thought 

that we would share 

the story with you. 

The blacked out 

transport ship, Dor-

chester, pushed steadily eastward through 

the icy waters off the tip of Greenland. It 

was February 4, 1942. Hours earlier, the 

long northern night had descended over 

the vessel and now most of the 904 aboard 

were asleep below decks. Suddenly, the 

transport ship jerked and shuddered con-

vulsively as a German torpedo smashed 

through her starboard side. In a raging tor-

rent, the sea cascaded in through the gap-

ing wound. The vessel lost headway be-

gan to keel over and to settle lower. It was 

clear that she had been struck a mortal 

blow. From the bridge came the order to 

abandon ship.  

 Aboard the dying vessel, men, 

many of them wounded, searched for life 

jackets and strained to make their way 

through the debris and the rising water in 

the companionways. Others, in a state of 

shock, appeared unable to react to the ca-

tastrophe. In all the chaos were four 

voices of reason and reassurance, four pil-

lars of strength, four Army chaplains: 

George L. Fox, Methodists; Alexander 

Goode; Jewish, Clark V. Polling; Re-

formed, and John P. Washington, Ro-

man Catholic. They strove to calm the 

panic-stricken, to help the confused 

search for life jackets, to guide men 

topside and aid them into the lifeboats 

swinging out from the tilting deck.  

 When no more life jackets could 

be found, each chaplain took off his 

own and strapped it around a soldier 

who had none. The lifeboats, so loaded 

that they sat dangerously low in the wa-

ter, slowly pulled away from the sink-

ing vessel. Only 299 survived. Their 

last sight of the Dorchester, as she slid 

beneath the surface revealed the chap-

lains standing on the canted deck, hand 

in hand, each praying in his own faith 

to the God of them all. 
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**MARK YOUR CALENDARS****MARK YOUR CALENDARS**  
Did you hear that? 
Whoa! The storms 
outside have been 
wild. It doesn’t feel like 
winter when we have 

thunderstorm warnings and tor-
nado watches. Inside we will 
keep you warm and dry as we 
are now in the middle of winter. 
With the ground hog popping 
out to see his shadow he said 
we had 6 more weeks of winter 
coming. Thank you to everyone 
who came out to Oak on Sun-
day February 3rd at 6:00pm to 
watch the Super Bowl. Residents 
enjoyed pizza, chips and hanky 
panky’s during the party. While 
some were upset that the Giants 
won others watched a historic 
game unfold. On Tuesday Feb-
ruary 5th, also known as Fat 
Tuesday and Super Tuesday, 
residents enjoyed a Mardi 
Gras Birthday Party while 
playing Jingo. Winners re-
ceived $1 each time they won. 
Wednesday February 6th was 
Ash Wednesday starting the be-
ginning of Lent. Service was in 

the Chapel at 10:30 
along with com-
munion. Jeff Roland 
came to entertain 
on Sunday February 

10th at 2:30 in the dining room. 

Poker for Peanuts a hot item last 
month was played again on 
February 12th at 7:00 in the din-
ing room. Girls Scouts came and 
visited on February 13th bring-
ing flowers around to residents, 
while the Cloggers visited again 

that evening at 7:00.  

Thank you to everyone 
for coming out and 
buying Val-O Grams 

this year. This being our 10th 
year selling them we couldn’t do 
it without you. If you have any 
suggestions for next year please 
let activities know as we love to 
plan in advance. Kings in the 
corner was played on February 
15th at 2:30 in the dining room.  

On February 17th activities will 
be holding Daytona 500 socials 

on all units while NAS-
CAR celebrates its 50th 
anniversary of the Day-
tona 500. Mr. Gibson 
will also be playing in 

the living room on February 
17th. Later that night activities 
will again be playing Phase 10 
dice game in the dining room at 
6:45. Resident Council will be 
held on February 19th, 2008 in 
the chapel, please bring your 
suggestions or comments we 
are always willing to listen. Feb-

ruary 20th also known as Hoodie 
Hoo Day we will be playing a 
new game in the dining room at 
2:30. Easy cooking will once 
again be held in the dining 
room where activities will be 
ready to make chocolate cov-
ered fruit and pretzels at 2:30 on 
February 21st. On February 22nd 
activities will be playing another 
new game based on a reality 
show from television, Are You 
Smarter Then a Fifth Grader? 
Come and test your 
knowledge. Cindy 
Stayton will be here 
on February 27th at 
2:30 in the dining 
room on the piano. 
Hat Day is on February 28th, 
blackjack will be played at 2:30 
in the dining room as activities 
announce the winner of the hat 
contest. February 29th also 
known as Leap Day activities 
will be making a Sunny Side Up 
Snowman in the dining room at 
2:30.  

A few reminders for this month, 
Bingo will be played every Satur-
day at 2:30 and every Wednes-
day of the month. Mr. Gibson 
will be here the first and third 
Sunday of the month and week-
end trivia will be handed out on 
the 3rd and 17th.  

Easter BasketsEaster BasketsEaster BasketsEaster Baskets    
If you would like to buy a personalized Easter Basket this year, please see 
the attatched form on the newsletter or pick up a copy from activities or 
at the front desk. All orders must be received by March 7th, 2008. Baskets will be 
$15 for a small or $30 for a large which will be ready to pick up on Tuesday March 

18th at 11am. If you need a different pick up time please clarify when ordering.  
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A FEW DATES TO REMEMBER…A FEW DATES TO REMEMBER…A FEW DATES TO REMEMBER…A FEW DATES TO REMEMBER…    

BINGO IN THE DINING ROOM; BINGO IN THE DINING ROOM; BINGO IN THE DINING ROOM; BINGO IN THE DINING ROOM;     

2/2 @ 2:30 

2/3 @ 2:30 

2/5 @ 2:30 

2/6 @ 7:00 

2/7 @ 7:00 

2/9 @ 2:30 

2/13 @ 2:30 

2/16 @ 2:30 

2/20 @ 7:00 

2/23 @ 2:30 

2/24 @ 2:30  

2/27 @ 7:00 

FUTURE CALENDAR EVENTSFUTURE CALENDAR EVENTSFUTURE CALENDAR EVENTSFUTURE CALENDAR EVENTS    
3/4 Primary Election for Ohio 

3/6 Ray Heckman Saxophone Player 

3/7 Jane Lanzarotta Craft Show 

3/9 Daylight Savings 

3/10 Ric Aielli 

3/16 Palm Sunday 

3/17 Saint Patrick's Day 

3/19 Stephenson Family Program 

3/20 Spring Begins 

3/21 Good Friday 

3/22 Easter Egg Hunt 

3/23 Easter Sunday 

3/31 Opening Day 

Elvis Has Left  

The Building 
For all of you who weren’t able to 
come out and see Elvis perform last 

month we have 
already sched-
uled him again 
for later this year. 
Please check 
monthly Calen-
dars for dates 
and times.  

Do you know where this is? It is 
somewhere in 3-Rivers. Be the first 
to tell activities and you will win $5. 

Look hard; Good Luck! 

Around 3~Rivers 



 

HAT DAY 

Will be on February 28, 2008. One 
resident will receive $5 for the most 
creative outlandish hat. At 2:30 in the 
dining room activities will announce 
the winner. We also encourage visitors 
and staff to wear a hat on Hat Day. 

Blackjack will be played at 2:30 on the 
28th in the dining room. 
We hope to see every-

one there.  

A Giant WinA Giant WinA Giant WinA Giant Win    
Thanks to everyone who came out to cele-
brate and watch the Super Bowl on Oak. It 
will be a Super Bowl that we won’t soon for-
get as  the New York Giants go down in his-
tory for the biggest win during a Super Bowl.  

Puzzles 
I want to congratulate all you residents who have 
been working on the puzzles out front in the living 
room. You hear about puzzles but how are they 
made you might ask. Thanks to a resident on Apple-
wood we now know… 

Most modern jigsaw puzzles are made out of card-
board, since they are easier and cheaper to mass pro-
duce. An enlarged photograph or printed reproduc-
tion of a painting or other two-dimensional artwork 
is glued onto cardboard before cutting. This board is 

then fed into a press. The press forces a set of hardened steel blades of the desired shape through 
the board until it is fully cut. This procedure is similar to making shaped cookies with a cookie cutter. 
The forces involved, however are tremendously greater and a typical 1000 piece puzzle will require a 
press which can generate upwards of 700 tons of force to push the knives of the puzzle dye through 
the board. A puzzle dye comprises a flat board, often made from plywood, wich has slots cut or 
burned in the same shape as the knives that will be used. These knives are set into the slots and cov-
ered in a compressible material, typically foam rubber, the function of which is the ejection of the cut 
puzzle piece.  

Jigsaw puzzles were originally created by painting a picture on a flat, rectangular piece of wood, and 
then cutting that picture into small pieces with a jigsaw, hence the name. John Spilsbury, a London 
mapmaker and engraver, is credited with commercializing jigsaw puzzles around 1760. 



 

HHAPPYAPPY  B  BIRTHDAYIRTHDAY…  …    
Let’s wish these residents a Happy Birthday 

 

EDITH REIFEL 2/2 

TRACEY OESTREICHER 2/6 

RICH MCGINLEY 2/7 

DORIS EBERHART 2/8 

AGNES MEALE 2/8 

DAVID GREGG 2/9 

BETTY LANCASTER 2/10 

CLARA MORGANROTH 2/15 

JEANNE OBERHELMAN 2/15 

EVELYN BODE 2/17 

VERNON MOBERLY 2/17 

CHARLOTTE BLOCK 2/18 

HELEN GERKE 2/22 

THELMA RUHSTALLER 2/24 

LEONA STEGNER 2/26 

HAROLD SCHRODER 2/28 

Dorothy Coletta 2/28 

     

Birthdays were celebrated on Fat Tuesday with 
a King Cake. Residents enjoyed playing $1 Val-
entine Jingo while celebrating Mardi Gras at 
the same time. Thank you to everyone who 

came out for the celebration.  

Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:    

Betty Lancaster, ApplewoodBetty Lancaster, ApplewoodBetty Lancaster, ApplewoodBetty Lancaster, Applewood    

Keep in mind that we are working hard to bring you 
another wonderful newsletter next month, but we 
need your input, ideas, thoughts, stories, etc.     

Gabrielle Swafford, Senior EditorGabrielle Swafford, Senior EditorGabrielle Swafford, Senior EditorGabrielle Swafford, Senior Editor    

Bingo Games and RulesBingo Games and RulesBingo Games and RulesBingo Games and Rules    
Attached to the news-
letter are the new bingo 
rules and games that 
will be played. Please 
read over them and 

bring your suggestions 
to the next Resident 

Council on Tuesday February 19, 2008 in 
the Chapel. 

Rules will be voted on and in place at that 
following Bingo on February 20, 2008 in 
the dining room at 7:00. Activities have 
tried a few different ways to play the 

games and before these are put into ac-
tion for good we want your input.   
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